
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR COUNCIL MEETING HELD JANUARY 23, 2018:    

(A) Minutes of Previous Meeting(s) 
1. Regular Meeting held January 9, 2018. 

(B) Ratification of Finance Department’s Actions Regarding Bills for December 2017. 
(C) Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 727, An Ordinance Granting Certain Rights and Privileges to Yucca 

Telecommunications systems, Inc., its Successors and Assigns. 
1. Action to enter into public hearing to receive comments on Ordinance No. 727. 
2. Action to close the public hearing. 
3. Action as a result of the public hearing. 

(D) Request for Approval of 2017-2018 Member Contribution for Eastern New Mexico Water Utility Authority 
(ENMWUA). 

(E) Request for Approval of Appointment and Compensation for Election Board Members for the Regular Municipal 
Election Scheduled for March 6, 2018. 

(F) Resolution #17-18-21, A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor’s Signature to Declare Certain City Property as 
Surplus; and Sale of Same. 

(G) Other Business/Citizens to be Heard. 

              

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session Tuesday, January 23, 2018, at 

6:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full 
conformity with the rules and regulations.  Councilor-as-Chair (Chair) Parker called the meeting to order in 

the absence of the Mayor and the Mayor Pro-Tem and asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to call roll.  Those 
present and constituting a quorum were: 

 

MAYOR:   Sharon L. King (absent)    
 

MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller (absent) 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Veronica A. Cordova   Oscar H. Robinson       

    Chadwick H. Heflin    Antonio O. Salguero  
     Jim Lucero     Jessica J. Smith      

     Dianne Y. Parker      
 

STAFF PRESENT:  Sammy Standefer, City Manager  John Desha, Public Wks. Dir.  

    Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Randy Knudson, City Attorney  
Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director  Christine A. Mitchell, I. T. Tech  

Susan Baysinger, PW Proj. Admin.  Christopher Williams, Police Lt. 
                

OTHERS PRESENT:  Eamon Scarborough, Press  Ronald L. Jackson 
Maggie Chapman, ENMWUA  Mary Newell 

 

        
Chair Parker asked Councilor Robinson to give the invocation, and Councilor Cordova to lead the Pledge of 

Allegiance and the Salute to the New Mexico flag. 
 

 

(A)  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S): 
1. Regular Meeting held January 9, 2018. 

 
Chair Parker asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 9, 2018.  She 

asked for comments or corrections.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin 
made the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of January 9, 2018.  Councilor 
Robinson seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No 
abstentions.  Motion carried.  
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(B)  RATIFICATION OF FINANCE DEPARTMENT’S ACTIONS REGARDING BILLS FOR DECEMBER 

2017 
 

Chair Parker asked Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director, to present the bills for December 2017.  Ms. Rapp told 
the Council that the amount of the bills for December 2017 was $1,337,662.02.  She commented that 

expenditures were standard for the year and within budgeted limits.  She asked for questions and ratification 

of the bills by the Council.    
 

December 2017 

Pooled Cash Fund 999 1,337,662.02      
 
Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to approve the bills 
for December 2017 as presented.  Councilor Smith seconded the motion.  All Council members 
present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 

 
(C)  PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE NO. 727, AN ORDINANCE GRANTING CERTAIN RIGHTS 

AND PRIVILEGES TO YUCCA TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS, INC., ITS SUCCESSORS AND 

ASSIGNS 

 

1. Action to enter into public hearing to receive comments on Ordinance No. 727. 

 
Chair Parker stated the title of Ordinance No. 727 as an ordinance granting certain rights and privileges to 

Yucca Telecommunications Systems, Inc., its successors and assigns.  She asked City Manager Standefer to 
introduce the ordinance.  Mr. Standefer commented that the ordinance is for renewal of the franchise 

ordinance with Yucca Telecommunications Systems, Inc. and is the same ordinance as in the past.  Chair 

Parker asked for a motion to enter into public hearing to receive comments.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure 
of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to enter into public hearing for comments on 
Ordinance No. 727.  Councilor Cordova seconded the motion.  All Council members present 
voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried.  
 

Chair Parker asked for comments in favor or against Ordinance No. 726.  There were no comments received. 
 

2. Action to close the public hearing. 
 

Chair Parker asked for a motion to close the public hearing.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  
Councilor Robinson made the motion to close the public hearing for Ordinance No. 727.  
Councilor Salguero seconded the motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the 
motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 

3. Action as a result of the public hearing. 
 

Chair Parker asked for a motion as a result of the public hearing.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the 

Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to adopt Ordinance No. 727.  Councilor Salguero 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote by all Council members resulted in unanimous support of 
the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion carried. 
 

 
(D)  REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF 2017-2018 MEMBER CONTRIBUTION FOR EASTERN NEW 

MEXICO WATER UTILITY AUTHORITY (ENMWUA) 
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Chair Parker stated that the item is a request for approval of the 2017-2018 member contribution invoice 

submitted by the Eastern New Mexico Water Utility Authority (ENWUA).  She asked City Manager Standefer 
to present this request to the Council.  City Manager Standefer reported that the invoice in the packet in the 

amount of $369,713.00 was taken to the Finance/Administration Committee (the Committee) as directed by 
the Council in a previous budgetary process that the membership contribution be reviewed by the 

Committee prior to payment of the invoice.  He stated that the Committee had reviewed the invoice at their 

meeting held on January 8, 2018; however, they did not recommend paying the full amount.  A concern of 
the Committee is that the invoice does not have any detail in it and that the Finance plan is outdated.  He 

reported that the Committee’s recommendation was to pay general operating cost; the City’s portion of the 
debt service; and our portion of the 1/12th reserve, but not any capital in the project.  He told the Council 

that the Committee’s recommendation was for the City to pay $253,676.47.  The amount does not include 
the capital.  He told the Council that Ms. Maggie Chapman was present at this meeting to respond to any 

questions along with a couple of members of the Authority and the Council’s representative on the Board, 

Councilor Lucero. He told the Council that the reduction of the amount of the invoice was not objectionable 
except for cost of the capital, which is about $200,000.00.  He stated that this was for easements, and that 

with the City’s share of the capital, the amount requested was $295,416.47.   Ms. Chapman introduced 
herself to the Council as the Interim Executive Director and said that she had met with the Committee at 

their last meeting.  She asked that the Council include the additional $41,740.200 for the City’s portion of 

the cost of the easements.  Councilor Heflin asked if the easements were all located in Curry County.  Ms. 
Chapman responded that the easements are also in Roosevelt County as well as in the other Counties in the 

Authority.  Ms. Chapman assured the Council that the Authority is going out for bid for construction of the 
pipeline adding that the intent is to start digging in June of this year.  Councilor Cordova commented that 

the City has to live with allocating the money if the project doesn’t go forward.  Ms. Chapman stated that it 
is her job to get everything moving smoothly to get the project started in March.  Councilor Lucero 

commented that he does agree with the Committee that the Authority should be invoicing for the correct 

amount and that the finance plan is outdated.  He stated that he did not agree with leaving out capital, but 
suggested that the reduction should be in the reserve amount.  Ms. Chapman commented that the next 

invoice should be based on the new finance plan.  She added that the invoice for the next year won’t be 
issued until the Authority has the new finance plan.  Councilor Robinson asked, if the City saves this money, 

where it would go.  City Manager Standefer stated that it is for water projects.  Councilor Cordova asked if 

the Council could come back later this fiscal year and give them more money.  City Manager Standefer 
stated that he would not recommend that action.  He said that it could be considered for a later budget.  

Councilor Heflin asked why the Authority doesn’t have an executive director.  Ms. Chapman responded that 
she is the interim executive director.  Councilor Lucero commented that easements are part of this project, 

but that they take a long time.  He recommended putting the City’s amount of the cost of easements into 

the payment.  Councilor Robinson commented on the newspaper’s comments about easements being 
purchased in Curry County, but not in Roosevelt County.  Councilor Lucero responded that easements are 

being done all at the same time, but that it doesn’t all happen at the same time.  Ms. Chapman said that the 
Authority has tried to contact all the property owners for the easements, and that it has purchased a 

significant number of easements in both Curry and Roosevelt Counties.  Councilor Robinson suggested that 
the Authority let people know that easements are being purchased in Roosevelt County as well as in Curry 

County.  Chair Parker asked for further questions.  There were no further questions.  Chair Parker asked the 

pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Smith made the motion to pay the amount of $253,676.47 as 
recommended by the Finance/ Administration Committee.  Councilor Robinson seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried.  
 

 
(E)  REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION FOR ELECTION BOARD 

MEMBERS FOR THE REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 6, 2018 

Chair Parker asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to present the request for approval of appointment and 
compensation for Election Board members for the regular Municipal Election scheduled for March 6, 2018 in 
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the notice provided to them.  Martinez-Terry told the Council that the Notice of names of Candidates for 

office: designation of polling places, election board officials and notice of election school must be published 
twice in the newspaper in accordance with the Municipal Election code.  She added that setting of 

compensation for poll workers is also requested at this time.  She added that this is a budgeted expense.  
Councilor Salguero pointed out that there is an error in the name of an election poll worker in the Spanish 

version.  Martinez-Terry said she would make the correction.  She asked for Council approval to publish the 

notice.  Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Heflin made the motion to approve 
the request for appointment and compensation for the 2018 Municipal Election Board members 
and listing of the candidates for said election as presented.  Councilor Salguero seconded the 
motion.  All Council members present voted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  Motion 
carried.  
 

(F)  RESOLUTION #17-18-21, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR’S SIGNATURE TO 
DECLARE CERTAIN CITY PROPERTY AS SURPLUS; AND SALE OF SAME 

Chair Parker asked General Services Director Mike Parkey to present Resolution #17-18-21, A Resolution 
Authorizing the Mayor’s Signature to Declare Certain City property as surplus; and sale of same.  Mike 

Parkey told the Council that the items listed are no longer in use and/or broke down.  The units include: 1) 
1979 La France Pumper; 1980 Ford Fuel (gas) Truck; 1971 Chevy Malibu; 1971 Ford T (sewer) Rodder; and 

a 2004 Venture Van.  He asked that the Council declare the items surplus and authorize their sale by on-line 
auction. Chair Parker asked the pleasure of the Council.  Councilor Smith made the motion to adopt 
Resolution #17-18-21, a resolution authorizing the Mayor’s signature to declare certain city 
property as surplus; and sale of same as presented.  Councilor Robinson seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote by all Council members present resulted in favor of the motion.  No abstentions.  
Motion carried.  
 

 

(G)  OTHER BUSINESS/CITIZENS TO BE HEARD—ANY MATTER NOT KNOWN ABOUT OR WHICH 
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN REASONABLY FORESEEN PRIOR TO THE TIME OF POSTING OF THE 

AGENDA.  FORMAL ACTION MAY NOT BE TAKEN, AND LIMITATION OF SPEAKERS WILL BE AT 
THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRPERSON.  COMMENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BE LIMITED TO 

THREE (3) MINUTES PER SPEAKER. 
 

Chair Parker asked for items of other business from the Council. 

 
Comments from the Council: 

 
 Councilor Robinson thanked the City of Portales, ENMU and the citizens for coming out on a cold day 

to celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  He reported that there were about 60 people who 

marched.  He told the Council that he appreciated the participation and stated that Mr. Franklin 

Smith, Mr. Glenn Johnson and the young people from the schools had done a great job.  He thanked 
the City Council for allowing the community to have a Cultural Affairs Committee. 

 
 

Comments from the Audience: 

 
There were no comments from the audience 

 
Comments from Staff: 

 
City Manager Standefer reported  
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 That he hopes to meet with officials of the City of Clovis regarding the Building Inspector issue.  He 

stated that he hopes to bring back information for the Council.   

 That Legislative appreciation day is Monday, January 29, 2018.  He asked the Council to let him 

know if any of them need a ride 
  

There was no further business.   
 

  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business, Chair Parker adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 

 
 

       

Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  


